Jewish Community of Rhodes 2016

The year that passed!

One more year went by in great success.
People from all over the world , visited our
beautiful island, our Community, our
Synagogue, in order to learn more about
our history, to get to know their roots, to
celebrate an important occasion.
The Kahal Kadosh Synagogue of Rhodes

Every year, among the thousands of visitors, the descendants of either families who left
from the island before the holocaust or descendants of people who survived the holocaust
also stand out. All these people come here to the Kahal Kadosh Shalom of Rhodes and to
our Museum to come back into contact with their roots. Learn more about their heritage,
traditions ... They search for information about relatives who lost early, share their own
stories with us. Every year, we all learn more about this rich "legacy" that was left behind
by the former Jewish Community of Rhodes.

Like last year, this year we welcomed people who lighted up the Synagogue and gave us
joyful and unforgettable moments with their celebrations, their morals and their respect
for our history.

The purpose of this newsletter is to share with you what happened in the past year.
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JANUARY 2016
Program of excavations of Prof. Richard Freund, University of Hartford, USA
In January, a team of American scientists arrived in Rhodes
for a second time, bringing a Ground Penetrating Radar
(CPR), capable of displaying all those buried at depths of
up to 15 meters!! Head of the mission was Professor
Richard Freund, director of Maurice Greenberd Center and
Professor of Jewish History at the University of Hartford,
United States. Researchers and specialized geophysicists
came with him, in order to carry out a series of
investigations in various places in Medieval City.
Most importantly, along with the mission, a Ground Penetrating Radar (CPR), similar
to the one used by oil companies to locate mineral deposits, will arrive on the island.
This CPR, along with other equipment, will be used to record points of special interest,
such as the Grand Master's Palace, the Byzantine fortification next to the old
Turkish school (in front of the Palace), ruins of the Hellenistic
fortification (where the interest of where the Colossus was is
concentrated). The archaeological service is already aware of
the activity of the scientific team, which had already came in
Rhodes last January in order to do a series of geo-historical
research in the old Jewish Synagogue of Rhodes
(which is opposite the church of
Saint Panteleimonos of the Medieval City).
They accepted the request – challenge and made a series of
researches (with the CPR) ...
It all started at a conference held in Rhodes in 2014 for the
events of the 70 years since the deportation of the Jews of
Rhodes. Their mission is to provide answers on the
presence of the Jews of Rhodes. The investigations will
continue in 2017 and will extend to the park that starts from
the port of Akantia and extends to Saint Frangiskos.
In that park there was a large Jewish cemetery, which,
under the command of Italian Commander De Vecchi, was
moved to the Karakonero area.
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MARCH 2016

Professor Richard Freund organized an educational
trip in Rhodes for professors and students of the
Jewish and Archaeological Study department of
Hartford University, 10-17 of March 2016.

Few of the places that they visited were the Jewish Cemetery of Rhodes, the
Synagogue of Kos, the Archaeological Museum of Rhodes, Lindo’s Acropolis
and they had a Kabbalat Shabbat service at the Kahal Shalom Synagogue of
Rhodes!
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APRIL 2016
In April, like every year, we received
visits from students, of different ages,
from local schools. We talked about the
Synagogue’s and the Community’s
history, the Holocaust and we answered
their questions.
Lyceum of Kremasti
1st Lyceum of Rhodes, Venetoklio

5th Primary School of Rhodes

MAY 2016
YAD 2 – Treasure Hunt
Israel’s largest online advertising company has hosted a
treasure hunt for its employees this year. The treasure
hunt also included questions about the Synagogue and
the former Jewish Quarter. The winning team received
beautiful gifts!
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Professor’s Anthony McElligott Lecture
The Department of Mediterranean Studies of the
Aegean University with the collaboration of the
Jewish Community of Rhodes organized a lecture
by the Professor of History at the University of
Limerick, Anthony McElligott on question about
the Jews of Rhodes and the Holocaust.
The lectured followed a seminar where the
participants discussed the lecture of Professor
Anthony McElligott and had the opportunity to get
answers for a lot of their questions.

June 2016

Members of the Joint Organization from
Australia visited our Community, had a
walking tour at the Jewish Quarter of
Rhodes, insight the Synagogue and the
Museum and at the Cemetery.
The Community offered sweets and
refreshments to the group at the library’s
courtyard
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JULY 2016
MAZAL TOV!
On the 7th of July we celebrated David Levy’s
Bar-Mitzvah in our Synagogue!
The family with roots from Rhodes lives in
Cape Town. They came to Rhodes with 180
friends and family members to celebrate the
event honoring the history of the Community
and their family.

On the 8th of July Tori Josman from Australia celebrated her
Bat-Mitzvah in Rhodes honoring her grandparents and the
Habib Family from her mother’s side.

On Wednesday the 13th of July and
Thursday the 14th of July two groups
of scouts from France visited. We show
them around the Synagogue and the
Museum and we had a Kabbalat
Shabbat
service
with
their
participation!

On Thursday, July 14 we had a double
celebration! The Spector family celebrated in
our Synagogue Sydney’s Bat-Mitzvah and Jacks
Bar-Mitzvah!
The family came from Irvine, California, with
their relatives to honor the place of origin of
their grandparents Rosy Alhadeff and Victor
Algranti.
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Wedding Anniversary
Sarah and Jacque Laredo chose the Kahal Shalom Synagogue to celebrate the
golden anniversary of their wedding with their children and grandchildren!

Commemoration events
22-24 of July.
The Commemoration Events for the
Deportation of the Jewish Community of
Rhodes and Kos included, as every year,
Shabbat service, dinner, the official
memorial service and the wreath laying to
the Holocaust Memorial.

On Saturday night a unique show was given
by a dance group of Haifa municipality
the «Halleluya Dance Group»

On Sunday, 24th of July, there was a screening of the
award winning movie “Son of Saul”
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August 2016

On the 18th of August, Mr. Moise Katumbi accompanied by his wife Mrs
Carine Katumbi, visited us and they were guided inside the Synagogue and the
museum.
Moise Katumbi is of Rhodian origin, son of Nissim
Soriano who migrated to the Congo from Rhodes
in 1938.
He was elected as the first
democratically elected
Governor of the Province
of Katanga in January 2007
with 94 votes out of 102.
The governance of Mr Katumbi has been credited
with the province’s financial recovery through his
actions and the decisions he has taken.
In September 2015. Moise Katumbi resigned as a governor and he is a
candidate for the next presidential elections in Congo.

Donations
 Salvatore και Esther Franco donated to the Synagogue new cover
for the bimah, two parochet in memory of their parents and their
brother.
 Ilan Charcon also donated in the memory of his father Moshe
Charcon( Sciarhon) new covers and more than 200 kippot.

 Matityho Shlomo had the kindness to donate to the Synagogue
20 prayer books.
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September 2016

This year, like last year, another treasure hunt took place in the
Synagogue. Lawyers from various law firms in Israel took part.
Winning price: ?

VISITS
On the 8th of September members of the “House
of Europe” visited us. People of young age, from
different European countries visited us and we
showed them around the Synagogue and
Museum.
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Few photos from various groups that visited us.

October 2016
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
In the Kahal Synagogue in Rhodes, functions were performed all the
days of the festivities (September and October). More than 100 people,
friends and ordinary visitors, celebrated with us. We welcomed the New
Year with great joy, wishing health and happiness to everyone.

Rosh Hashanah

Yom Kippur
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SUKKOT
After a lot of years you made our own sukkah.

Simchat Torah!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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The season is finished, but even in winter time the visits from people
interested in learning about our history do not stop!
We would like to thank everyone who has visited us this year, our
long-term friends, the descendants of Rhodian Jews and our ordinary
visitors for the joys that they offered us and the love that they show to the
Synagogue!!!!!! We overcame again during the summer season the
20.000 visitors.
We wish the next year will be as successful as this one with the
Synagogue and the Museum filled with people that love and support this
place!
See you next year!
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